






Wall Raising Brings Smiles
The sun was bright and the smiles were brighter. Kelly Bowler and Iris 

Rosa clutched the hands of their young children and they all smiled—
for the cameras and for the joy of raising the walls at #2 and #4 Garfield 
Avenue, which will be their homes. Mayor Clare Higgins smiled too, as 
she recalled the history of how the city donated the land.

Rev. Peter Kakos smiled and offered a prayer, blessing the founda-
tion that had been underwritten by the congregation of Edwards Church. 
Members of the Northampton Lions Club smiled and presented a check 
as partial sponsors of the homes. 

Everyone else smiled too as they took marking pens and wrote their 
good wishes on the 2 x 4’s and the walls about to be raised. Smith Voke 
students smiled as they pushed the walls upright and braced them. 

Now our donors can smile as they see another phase of their invest-
ment in affordable housing taking shape in Florence.

—Doris McLeod

The sound of  hammers driving 
nails rang out in Northampton 
on Saturday May 9th as a group 
of  about fifteen enthusiastic 
volunteers, undaunted by the drizzly 
weather, took part in Pioneer Valley 
Habitat’s Women Build event at the 
Garfield Avenue construction site 
in Florence.  The volunteers ranged 
in age from high school students 
to grandmothers. The event was 
part of  National Women Build Week 
sponsored by Habitat International 
and Lowe’s.

Under the supervision of  Edy 
Ambroz and Barb Graves the 
volunteers worked on layout of  the 
interior walls on the second floor. 
The skies cleared just in time for 
lunch—provided by male volunteers.

The house under construction 
is the first part of  the Garfield 
Avenue project, which will eventually 
comprise five homes. Smith 
Vocational High School students have 
been working on the house Monday 
through Friday. 

The project is supported by a 
number of  generous contributors. 
The land was donated by the City 
of  Northampton; the Northampton 
Lions Club contributed $15,000; 
Edwards Church sponsored the 
foundation and Lowe’s donated a 
$5000 gift card for Pioneer Valley 
Habitat’s participation in National 
Womenbuild Week.

—Elizabeth von Klemperer

Women Build 
at Garfield Ave.

	 1.	 �40 under 40.  Business West features young leaders every year, and this year, there was 
our president, Brandon Braxton.  Congratulations, Brandon!

	 2.	� Hot off the presses:  Pioneer Valley Habitat just came an agreement with Our Lady of 
Peace Roman  Catholic Church to receive a new building site in Montague near the 
Farren Care Center.

	 3.	 �Prospective Partner Families?  Family Selection Committee has an information meeting 
June 17th at 6pm at the Franklin County Technical High School for prospective families. 
Applications will be due July 6th. If you know someone who would like to apply to 
become a partner family, tell them to call the office (586-5430) or to come to the 
Information Session.

	 4.	� Father’s Day gift for the Dad who has everything!  Give the Gift That Gives Twice. (see 
www.pioneervalleyhabitat.org) 

	 5.	 �Like to hike? Recruit a group of friends to Hike for Humanity, October 3rd at Skinner 
Mountain in South Hadley. See the insert. Spread the word. 

	 6.	 �First Baptist Church of Greenfield.  Huge thanks to them for their gift of $15,000. 
Having dissolved and sold their building, they are leaving a wonderful legacy to carry 
on good works in the Franklin County area.

	 7.	� Michael Bulman and Donna Wexler.  Big thanks to these attorneys for their pro bono 
work on the real estate closing for Ashlee Cancio-bello’s home.

	 8.	 �Wanted:  persons to represent PVH in their faith community.

	 9.	� Joe Bova has been elected treasurer of PVH. Interim treasurer Sarah Darling now has 
the title of Assistant. Thanks, Sarah, for your help!

	10.	 �Residents of Amherst and Northampton.  Warm thanks to you all. Your Community 
Preservation Act funds are a very important part of our ability to build.
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