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The Challenges of Bundlng on Falth

ne of PVHOs major fall events was g

OBuilding on FaithO Week, September
15D19. The purpose was to celebrate thegiw
pledge of $35,000 by theHampshire
Association United Church of Christ
congregation (UCC), and an additional
pledge of extensive labor by parishioners
to kick start construction on the first duplex = &
at 840 Westhampton Road in Northampton.
Six groups were scheduled to work from 5
to 7:30 pm, Monday through FridayN
including Northampton city officials,
partner families, and members of the
Hampshire Association of the UCC.

Fate threw a monkey wrench: Hurricane
Isabel moved up the East coast. The
foundation walls did not get poured on
schedule and most of the building activities
had to be cancelled.

Yet Habitat activities always bring out in
people a spirit of willingness and a commitment to
prevail. The UCC Covenant Build could not be stopped.
Ministers Ann Hallstein of Westhampton, Peter Kakos
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Mary Rojas (facing us) and Cindy Rivera (sideways): partner family mothers
shoveling the foundation of their future homes.

in these houses (and pictured here). Shovels in hand,
they had an early chance to meet and talk with some of
their UCC supporters. In addition, Mary and Cindy

of Northampton, and John Porter of Granby (current
PVH President), were joined by a good-sized local
congregationNplus a special guest: the Reverend Ken
Bensen from Habitat for Humanity International.

With hurricane rain and flooding threatening and
the foundation not poured, site supervisor George
Hollywood explained to disappointed volunteers that
there was less to do than planned. But he needed them
for shoveling sand into the buildingOs OfootprintON
clearly visible at the bottom of the excavated holeNand
raking the sand smooth. People scrambled down into
the pit and got the job done quickly.

Two of those workers were Mary Rojas and Cindy
Rivera, two partner family mothers scheduled to live

were able to get practical advice from Ken Bensen. Ken
had decades of experience running MichiganOs Habitat
programs, fund raising and supervising construction
on a huge scale. All of this before becoming one of
Millard FullerOs ambassadors who travels the world
over, including visits to Hampshire County.

This experience taught Habitat volunteers that when
life gives you lemons make lemonade! George
Hollywood was philosophical about construction
delays. The rhythm of building is unpredictable, but
things go forward when bolstered by faith. If you can
help too, consult the new PVH website:
<pioneervalleyhabitat.org > and click on <Northampton
site work >.

Ceremony to Recognize PVH Volunteers

On November 12th, Pioneer Valley Habitat holds its annual Volunteer Recognition Event: 5:30 to 7:30pm at the Woolman
Hill Conference Center in Deerfield. Volunteers will be given pins, and exemplary contributors will be celebrated. Outgoing
Board members will be honored along with generous contributors of labor, materials, and funds. There will be refreshments
and time for volunteers to meet. Everyone interested in Habitat is invited. Please RSVP the office if you plan to attend.




Many Roofs Raised During Breakfast at Look Park

On Thursday morning, October 16th, almost 200 people ate
a tasty breakfast at the Look Park Garden House and pledged
enough money to build two Habitat homesNall this before
going off to work at 8:30 .

Credit goes most of all to the multitude of generous
donors; many pledges were multi-yearNwhat Habitat needs
most. But money wasnOt the only contribution. Like all
Habitat work, it involved countless hands contributing in
many ways. Marge Lieneck gave words that moved people
with HabitatOs vision, and a vision too of the extreme need.
A third of all US housing is rented and more than half of all
low income renters pay more than half their income just to
get a roof over their heads. Massachusetts is more expensive
for renters than any other state in the union. PVH already
has a backlog of 75 families who are priced out of the housing

market in Pioneer Valley.

Tom Sullivan , a disabled carpenter who participates in
lay ministry, provided guitar music and told what itOs like to
find oneself needing a Habitat homeNand then to get one!
Peter Jessop of Integrity Development and Construction
and a long time PVH supporter, rolled up his sleeves and
asked folks to come through with pledges.

The whole event was sponsored by Northampton
Cooperative Bank ; the food was provided by Special
Requests Catering in Hatfield; flowers came from Florence
Village Flowers ; Nina Kleinberg provided a powerful video
sheOd made about HabitatOs work in the Valley;Bob
Humphries and Sun Technical Services donated the video
equipment; Scott McArthur of SONIX Services provided
video services.

Is Habitat Building Custom Architect-Designed Houses?

Think of a Habitat house: modest size, simple plan, necessities
not luxuries, community built. Habitat aims to provide a
livable home for families for whom homeownership might
otherwise be out of reach. These are basic houses, far away
from what we normally think of as architect-designed, with
none of the extras of a custom built house. Yet architects play
an important part on the Pioneer Valley Habitat team.
OArchitects have been involved in 80% of our projects,O
according to PVH Board Member, George Ryan, Oand they
help us to make the houses look right and work in the various
locations where we build: urban, suburban and rural.O The
buildings must fit into their environment and relate to the
neighborhood. The relationship, however, between the
architect and the Building Committee is not always easy.

Architect Jeremy Toal, founder of Turtle Island Design
in Greenfield, has been working with PVH on the design of
houses in Turners Falls. The existing buildings on the site
cannot be salvaged and will be demolished. The site and cost
of demolition presented Toal with an unusual challenge: how
many units could be placed on the urban site to offset the
costs of demolition. Designing for Habitat may fulfill an
architectOs desire to make a social contribution and also
challenge his skills. Yet solving problems is an opportunity
to Toal: OJust to get three bedrooms and a bath into 1050
square feet tests your ability to design.O

The basic guidelines set by Habitat International establish
only the most basic conditions of the building: square
footage, one bath, no garage and a covered primary entrance.
Families have the opportunity to choose the decorative
finishes, but the primary concern is to provide decent, solid,

The design of a house for Habitat must be simple and
straightforward, appropriate for volunteer builders. George
Ryan is being diplomatic when he says that there is often a
Ocreative tension between the architects and the building
people.O The PVH Building Committee must work with what
are often limited building skills of the volunteers, and can
reject the visual or spatial amenities that the architect worked
hard to include. Those at the site may judge an architect-
designed detail an impractical luxury, given the limits of
construction expertise and modest budget.

Even so, there are opportunities for architects to use their
creative and professional talents in designing a unique house.
Jeremy Toal hopes to be able to integrate aspects of sustainable
design at the Turners Falls project. When he started his
architectural practice three years ago he was intent on
designing environmentally responsible projects. That means,
he explains, buildings that are energy efficient, that use
renewable materials, that maintain healthy indoor air quality,
and that respond sensitively to their context. This philosophy;,
he feels, ties in well with HabitatOs goal of providing a livable
home and a human place to be. OEveryone deserves this,0
says Toal, Onot just the top 10% of architectsO clients.
Sustainable design is not a luxury, and will not necessarily
drive up the square foot cost.O

The project in Turners Falls is only in the very earliest
stages of design, with all the details of planning, design and
construction yet to come. Stay tuned!

By Christy Anderson. This is the first in a series of articles on

architecture, design and Habitat houses.

and livable housing. Millard Fuller, the founder of Habitat,
frequently warns against Ocreeping affluence.O According to
Fuller there is a tendency to make the houses increasingly
upscale and to forget that a goal of Habitat is to provide
families with first-time home ownership.

Athree-bedroom house built by PVH costs about $56,000,
a fraction of the cost and size of the average architect-
designed house. The differences are not only about money.
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PVH Wish List

We need aplumber for Westhampton Road site, Northampton.

We need aphotographer , seasoned amateur or professionally
skilled, to cover special events. Enjoy your photos in future
newsletters too. Please contact Michelle Serra, PR chair, at
585-1650.

We need adigital camera .

We need someone tosew hammer loops on our nail aprons.




Seven New Faces on the PVH Board

In an energetic move to reach out for broader
membership, the Habitat Board has recruited four
women and three men to take on this important
responsibility. Outgoing members will remain active
on various PVH committees and provide individual
mentorship to the new recruits. The new members
come from diverse fields including the academy, the
ministry, banking, economic development, and
construction. They bring the skills of artist, journalist,
broker, and land developer. They come from six
different towns scattered all around Hampshire and
Franklin Counties. All have worked with Habitat or
some other worthy cause beyond their vocation.

Kenneth Bordewieck , Bernardston. Senior Vice President of
Easthampton Savings Bank. When he was a banker around
Boston he organized a Habitat house-build.

Tina Christianson , Easthampton. A senior at Hampshire

College, where her thesis is on housing. She is getting first hand
experience as a member of our Volunteers Committee. She will

serve as Five College Representative on the Board.

Phyllis Evelyn , Shelburne. OSettled PastorO of Shelburne®s First
Congregational Church. She came to the ministry after a varied career
including journalism and finance. Much involved in worthy causes in
Franklin County.

Barbara Hawkins , Hadley. Assistant Vice-President for Customer
Services at Florence Savings Bank. Her career has been in banking.
She is returning to the Board and has been active on our Family Support
and Family Selection committees. She is also involved with the
Northampton Chamber of Commerce.

Lyn Heady , Northampton. Mathematics teacher at Easthampton
High School, now retired. A gardener and a quilter, she ran a very
successful quilt auction for Habitat last fall. She has agreed to take on
the role of Clerk for the Board.

Robert Pyers, Florence. Director of Marketing for the Economic
Development Council of Western Massachusetts. His career has been
in banking and land development, and he has played an active role in
a number of organizations, many of them connected with education.
He has agreed to serve as our Treasurer.

Larry Rideout , Granby. Project Manager at Aquadro & Cerruti.
He started his career as apprentice carpenter. Along the way, during a
tour of duty at Mount Holyoke College, he helped students with
Habitat building projects.

PVH on the Net

With so much happening at PVH, how
can you keep up? Log on to our new
website! (See the photo of our home
page.) Thanks to webmaster Roger
Conant, you can find recent
newsletters and contact information
just by clicking your mouse. You can
also donate on-line, thanks to a secure
connection, and find out answers to
frequently asked questions about
volunteering. Check out photos from
current projects and see whatOs coming
up. Learn when volunteers are needed
most at each building site. Visit us soon
at www.pioneervalleyhabitat.org

Pioneer Valley
Habitat for
Humanity

Board of Directors

Kenneth Bordewieck
Christopher Carlisle
Tina Christianson
Karin Clough

Sarah Darling
Phyllis Evelyn
Barbara Hawkins
Lyn Heady, Clerk
Sharon Moulton
Rebecca Muller

Wanted, Another Jim Booker

Jim Booker can't remember how many houses he has wired for PVH. He started in
the 1990s when Habitat for Humanity first came to Pioneer Valley, and he remembers
his first house on Pine Brook Curve. Jim has done the electrical work for every PVH
house till now. (Lauren Willet and Jim Slowinski are doing electrical work on the

new PVH house up on Montague City Road.)

Jim Booker is a tall, slender, graying manNshy and soft-spoken. HeOs a retired
electrician who still does some jobs and often finds himself busy. Ol like my trade,
and through Habitat for Humanity | can offer something to someone else.O Assisted
by Roger Lind , Jim installs the rough wiring and comes back later to do the finish
work. He contrasts PVH work with the contracting work he used to do. OItOs a
learning thing, working for PVH. You go with the flow, you canOt run, you keep a
slower pace. 1tOs a peaceful thing. Nobody gets excited.O

PVH is looking for a plumber to match JimOs contribution to PVH. He
recommends the job and the people he meets in his Habitat work. OHabitat for
Humanity is a good idea. The money rolls around and home ownership becomes
possible for people who couldn't otherwise afford it.O He adds an afterthought:
OThe plumber had better be retired, but the satisfaction is worth more than money.O

John Porter, President
Robert Pyers, Treasurer
Larry Rideout

George Ryan

Michelle Serra

MJ Adams, Executive Director

Advisory Board

Richard Asebrook

Kay Berenson

Marcia Burick

Mike Fritz

Reverend Dr. Peter Kakos
Tinka Lunt

John Mullin

Gregory Prince

William Stapleton

Brinkley Thorne

Executive Director MJ AdamsO new address:info@pioneervalleyhabitat.org
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Sheila Rainford is Honored

Pioneer Valley HabitatOs former Treasurer and long-time
supporter has received a God and Service Award to honor
her remarkable contribution to the spiritual, social and
physical lives of young people. This award was initiated
jointly by Girl Scouts of America and the South
Congregational Church of Amherst. Rainford is a founding
member of PVH and a current member of the PVH Faith
Community Relations Committee.

) Cecilia Hoer )
OA Committed Lifetime VolunteerO

The phrase above came from a recent obituary in the Daily
Hampshire Gazette. Cecilia Hoer's 91 years were filled with
her family, her business career, and support for a number
of worthy causes. She moved to Amherstin 1988 to be near
her daughter, Linda Hoer , the wife of Peter Massaof our
Volunteer Committee. Shortly after settling here, she
decided to make a monthly contribution to Pioneer Valley
Habitat. As a result, she left her mark on each of the 14
houses that we have built. Support for her cause will
outlive her, for her family has suggested that she be
remembered by memorial gifts to Habitat.

Demolition in Turners Falls

Ongoing Habitat Events

(more details at the website)

Building at Westhampton Road Site, Northampton

Building at Montague City Road Site, Greenfield

Habitat WomenOs Build, every 3rd Saturday, Westhampton
Road Site, Northampton.

Take a 1-hour Habitat Bus Tour: 2nd and 4th Saturdays, 9:30-
10:30am from the Habitat Office, 140 Pine Street in
Florence, but you need to RSVP.

Volunteer Orientation, every third Saturday, 9am at the PVH
office. For those who canOt make Saturdays, thereOs
November 6th and December 11th, both Thursday at 7pm.

Future Habitat Events

Demolition in Turners Falls: early November (see article).

Ambherst Artisans Sale: Saturday December 6, 9am to 4pm
(see article).

Montague City Road Dedication, Spring 2004.

Hike for Humanity, Mt. Monadnock NH: choice of May 22 or
23, 2004. In our March issue, youQll find a form for
signing up yourself and your sponsors.

WeOre trying to getCircus Smirkus back on July 10 and 11. If
you can help plan or recruit corporate sponsors, call Jo-

Ann Konieczny 586-6719 or jmk96@aol.com .

About a year ago, after complex negotiation, Reggie Amidon and Glenn Creamer donated a large multi-family wood
frame structure on 2nd and L Streets in Turners Falls: two attached three-story buildings containing six to eight units. The
Building Committee originally hoped to rehab the complex, but its condition made this unfeasible. Itis in serious disprepair
and is felt as an eyesore in a neighborhood of well kept and attractive row-style homes. PVH has here a chance to provide
not only affordable housing but also a contribution to the quality of life in this particular part of the town. But before PVH
could accept the donation, it had to gain approval from the Montague Zoning Board for certain variances and the site plan.

A number of residents spoke against the project, but the Zoning Board finally approved demolition in order to put up
three new single-family homes on the site. These are modest two-story, townhouse-style, detached buildings (1100D1200 sq.
ft.) designed by a local architect, Jeremy Toal, of Turtle Island Design (see the article on architects in this issue). Toal donated
all of his time pro bono and was crucial in representing PVH before the Zoning Board.

The Building Committee hopes demolition can start by the time this newsletter comes out (with the help of Associated
Building Wreckers of Springfield). Afterwards comes the process of family selection and outreach for volunteer helpers.

Construction could start by fall of 2004.

Habitat for Humanity, founded in 1976 by Millard and Linda Fuller, is a non-profit, ecumenical, Christian housing ministry
working to eliminate substandard housing around the world.



